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Melvin Caradine
	During his lifetime, Melvin Caradine has experienced all that the world has to offer. After joining the military during his junior year in high school, he had hoped to see the Korean War from the front lines but due to the fact that the war had ended, he never saw combat. He was one of the lucky ones. Since money was an issue during his childhood it became his reason for joining the military. Serving in the Army as an engineer, he had hoped to one day make a career out of his time in the military to help support his family that he had left behind.
	Born on July 7, 1933 in Arkansas, Melvin Caradine was the seventh son in a family of seven boys and seven girls. Melvin was segregated during part of his lifetime because of the color of his skin due to the unfortunate period of time in which there was still racial segregation. Melvin’s father was a sharecropper and a man that was full of pride. Melvin worked and lived on the farm while being educated by his mother in the ways of reading and writing. While he was not in the fields helping his father, Melvin kept himself occupied by reading books. Melvin was later enrolled in an all-black school composed of only two rooms. Melvin was an intelligent individual who assisted the teacher in schooling the other students. Tragically, during his junior year in high school, Melvin’s father passed away. Since his father was the only source of income for his large family, they had no money readily available to them when they died. In response to this dilemma, Melvin decided to join the army to make money that would help support his family. 
	Before enlisting into the ranks of the Army, Melvin was required to take an I.Q. test. Melvin passed the test with flying colors, scoring even higher than most of his classmates. Soon after he was enlisted, he began his training as an engineer at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri. His commanding officer was General Ridgeway, for whom he had great respect. 
	After his training in Missouri, Melvin was shipped off to Korea to utilize his newly required knowledge. He was stationed in Wonju, Korea. In order to rebuild the war torn Korea, Melvin helped rebuild bridges, roads and clear out enemy mines. At Wonju, Melvin witnessed death first hand. Body bags poured in daily from the surrounding battle fronts and it was up to him and his fellow soldiers to tag and dispose of the bodies. 
	Melvin had finally reached the end of his time in Korea and he was to return home. After four years in Korea, Melvin left the Army Engineer Core and went to his hometown to support his family. Eventually, Melvin attended UCLA and soon after met his wife. Later, Melvin graduated from UCLA and began a family of his own. 
	Melvin stated that all of his experiences in the Korean War were important and had some impact on his life in one form or another. Full of pride and courage, like his father before him, Melvin declares “I would not be the respectable man that I am today without my time in the military.” His friends were dear to him and so was his time in the military career. Future generations will always remember great men like Melvin Caradine for their honor, courage and contributions to our country’s cause.
	

