Final Draft
	On January 22, 1923 Michael John Neporadny was born in Olean (Cattaraugus) New York. Mike was born with brown hair and brown eyes. Mike Neporadny and his family are of Ukrainian descent. He was married twice, to Helen and Louise. 	Neporadny wasn’t entirely sure what his plans were after high school so he started out digging ditches for 25 cents an hour and became an apprentice toolmaker.  At this time it was the depression and times were hard, but soon after being notified that there might be a draft he found that the Marines was the place to be. 	At the time of enlistment he was 69 inches tall and weighed a whole heaping 175 pounds.  He joined mainly for the uniform, the admiration and respect it commanded from all who saw it, especially the ladies. By joining the military, Mr. Neporadny received three square meals a day, a roof over his head, and the honor of serving and defending America. So he left his home in Olean and headed out. On November 4th 1942 he joined the corps, and had not yet imagined how painful, traumatizing and unreal sights that he would come upon in years to come.	Mike was sent off to Cherry Point, North Carolina to undergo his military training in boot camp. Boot camp was a tough scene; Neporadny remembers being hit on the helmet and cut his head. He learned to box in boot camp, it got him in shape and made him a good fighter. Even though it was hard, he claims, “You come out very proud.” He went through many different types of training and traveled many places in his time of preparation, such as Lake Hurst, New Jersey, where he went for parachute flying and working as a parachute packer.  After completing his training there he was transferred to the Solomon Islands and then transferred to Guadalcanal for 4 ½ months. After all his expert training he headed out on a DC3 plane dropping supplies to soldiers out in the field. This plane dropped off soldiers with parachutes over designated areas. 	When Mike was  sent back to the United States he was stationed at Galida, a base outside of Santa Barbara, California. There he had no job outside of the Marines so he fell into a management position at the local  NCO club. He liked the work and enjoyed it very much until his next assignment came in. After his recuperation there he was to be transferred out to sea with orders to train new marines at sea. He volunteered to go for a year, but when his time was up they kept him out there and in all he was out at sea for 5 years. He became so well qualified for any shipping job that he could practically choose his job. 	During his sea adventures, he traveled all over. Including many islands. Some of the places were Korea, the Hawaiian islands and the States. His time in Korea consisted of 14 months, 6 of which were aboard ship and 8 were on land. By this time he was used to all the repositioning and traveling, but he wasn’t done! Soon after he was transferred to El Toro, California. There he stayed for 3 years and he felt that El Toro was such a great place to be.	Mike Neporadny spent over half of his illustrious military career overseas. In fact 8 out of his 16 years were in foreign countries. He recalled a story and told it to us about the “Habo.” This is a deadly snake that was feared by many that was found in and around their camps in Okinawa. It was known to kill, and on occasion it unfortunately killed.
At this time in Korea, he was a supply man for the Marines at the front line. Another story he recalls is when he was stationed at camp Pendleton, a bunch of Mexicans were harassing some soldiers. Well when this got back around to the commanding officer he told all the soldiers that they need to go down as a group and settle this whole fiasco, so they did and they were never bothered again. He volunteered for many things because he felt that being exposed to as much as possible would get him good status with the top notch authorities. He was wrong. He stated that one general said, “If you got some thing to say, then just say it!” So he did and he never got promoted again. Even in the toughest times, he remembered that he must keep going. This fortitude helped him keep his strength and continue in his service. 	Mr. Neporadny was a Master Sergeant in the Primary Pacific Division. He has been a member of the Marines for over 30 years and still is today as part of the Marine Corps Scholarship Foundation. He mentioned that if the Marines would let him still be in the Marines that�s exactly where he would be. He is the primary photographer and was the Vice President of the Boxing Hall of Fame for 8 years. He goes to a yearly get together for the Foundation and sees many famous and important people. He has met countless celebrities in his photographic career in Hollywood and other places.	As with many other military personal, Mike was all in favor of the dropping of the atomic bomb.  At the time of the attack on Pearl Harbor he was on Perris Island, South Carolina and was “ready to fight.” A fire raging, fueled with anger built up inside, wanting revenge. This became a driving force for why he worked served so hard. As well with the invasion of Korea, he was well prepared to go and fight. When he heard about this event, he was in Okinawa. The Korean position on their atomic weapons brings a bit of uncertainty to his mind. He believes that it’s a “tough” situation for America because Korea has “a lunatic” that leads them and you don’t know what he’s capable of doing. The circumstances with the Al Qaeda and Iraqi  people is as well disastrous and his take on it is that he is all in favor of going in and attacking and doing what is necessary to keep world peace.  The unfortunate event of September 11, 2001 had him in Anaheim, California in disgust and anger. 	Many specific memories came to mind when we asked him about some of the better memories that came to mind in the Marines. One in general one was just being in the Marines. Its just a great place to be because all the men are like a close knit group, like a family. He enjoyed every moment of the Marines and wouldn’t change anything for the world. He took nothing for granted and tried to get as much out of the whole experience as he could. Everyday there was something new to learn and you were either cleaning, teaching or learning in the Marines. The education in the Marines is much more advanced than the schooling that he received out in the “normal world.” “If you don’t learn in the service, you die!”	Much advice could be given to anyone that has thought about going into the service. Mike stated that “what you know, leave behind! Nothing can prepare you in the normal world for what the military will expect from you. They will teach you what you need to know, so listen up, its a lot. It’s their way; rough, mean, and nasty! Don’t act like you know everything and try to learn. You will enter and think that it’s a cake walk, but boy, you got another thing coming. You will leave a satisfied man and even more a satisfied Marine.” All this great advice can not be summed up any more than it is. This job is not an easy one and the deaths have unfortunately proved it.	During his time serving proudly for his country he earned many honors and many medals to show off. Some of them are the Good Conduct Medal with 4 stars, American Defense Service Medal, Asiatic Pacific Medal with 2 stars, American Theater Medal, World War 2 Victory Medal, UN Medal, Korean Service Medal with 1 star, Navy Unit Comm., Korean PUC, and the National Defense Service Medal. All these medals shows the hard and devoted work and effort that Michael John Neporadny put into serving his country.	After his many years in the service he came back to the states and tried to become a police officer. They gave him a “bunk” excuse and said that he was to old. The funny thing about this was that he scored higher than 90% of the other trainees in the field and he got higher than he needed to on the tests. Even with that, the excuse stood. The same thing with the CHP.  After the major frustration, he went to the post office. They accepted him and that is where he stayed until he retired. At the post office he was a carrier checkout clerk. That is the person that is in charge of the keys that get distributed to the drivers of the mail cars and keeps track of the cars that go in and out all day long.  	Since moving out west from New York, he has made his home in Anaheim, California. Neporadny is actively involved in 24 different organizations for photography and is an author/photographer of many books and isn’t finished yet. He plans to complete 20 more books about his encounters and experiences in the near future.

