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Pauline Sutton
Pauline Sutton is one of the many noble people to serve the United States when called to duty. From the time she was a little girl she would play with her dolls and pretend to ameliorate them as if they were her patients. Ever since then, the passion she had for caring for and treating patients grew, and she became a registered nurse. After the attack of Pearl Harbor and America had joined the war of WWII, she knew it was the right thing to go into the service. Mrs. Sutton used her nursing skills to help the wounded as an Army nurse.
Born in December of 1910 in Nebraska, Sutton received her nursing education in 1932. After her graduation from the school of nursing, she became part of the Army Reserve by joining the Red Cross nursing service. In Los Angeles she did volunteer work at the local Red Cross, and worked in a Presbyterian Hospital. When first news of the bombing of Pearl Harbor was heard, Mrs. Sutton was carrying a tray to an obstetric patient. It came as a shock to her and subsequently joined the active nursing service. For six weeks in Medford, Oregon she had to go through tough basic training. While in Medford they had assignments in the hospital and had to learn how to march, do drills, and complete an infiltration course under live fire. It was not until she was stationed at New Guinea and the Philippines that she fully understood why the nurses needed the training when under fire.
It was 1943 and her group had no idea where they were being sent, it was supposed to be top secret. For 18 days they were on a steamship that stopped over at Australia and was on the way to New Guinea. Upon Arriving at New Guinea, the nurses had to set up a tent hospital and set up their own tents. There were not many supplies and seigneur army clothes didn’t come until later. They had about 48 patients who were suffering from skin diseases, typhus, and dingy fever. Because of these tropical diseases, the medical service was not prepared for it, since it was not covered in depth in America. To relieve patients, Mrs. Sutton and the other nurses used their own limited “vitamins and juices.”
In 1944, Mrs. Sutton and the group of nurses was transferred to Leyte, Philippines to help set up the forces for General McArthur.  From the moment of landing, bombing and firing were above their heads. Arriving to the hospital, she had to deal with patients suffering from open skin lesions, orthopedic fractures, and gun wounds. Since bathing was not often, the soldiers developed the skin to diseases. For an alternative remedy, the enlisted staff helped the making of tubs out of empty oil barrels. Improvisation was all the nurses had to depend on. They did everything they could to comfort the patients and had given them skin remedies such as oatmeal baths to soothe the skin. Ten years after Mrs. Sutton’s service at Leyte, a patient had sent her a moving letter. It thanked Mrs. Sutton for her care and for giving him the chance to have a wife and family. It was then that she knew how important her service was, by her statement, “You can’t ask for a more rewarding position.”
After leaving the Philippines in 1946 she returned to the United States and remained in the reserve. In 1947 Congress had passed a law that set a Nursing Corp for the Army, Navy, and Air Force; the nurses were now made officers. The Chief Nurse wanted Mrs. Sutton to come back into the service and she did, as a Captain. She was assigned to Camp Roberto, California and recruited for the Nursing Army Corp. Her next assignment was to teach about advanced juices. Then she was sent to Germany and became Chief Nurse of a hospital there and came home in 1956. She then supervised clinics and set up volunteer services for skilled nurses.
It was not until 1980 when Mrs. Sutton had married her high school sweetheart. While she had a very interesting and full experience serving in the war, it was all because of her patients. The nurses did everything they could to relieve the wounded and help the sick. Mrs. Sutton states and believes that, “The medical procedures that started in WWII, started a trend of procedure in the Stateside.” Her best memories of her time in the service, “were probably the most challenging.” Though Mrs. Sutton volunteered into the service, she wished there was no need for war, because according to her own words, “There is never a good war.” Mrs. Sutton, ranked lieutenant colonel, believes in sharing  her story to many young Americans in hope of a better and more peaceful tomorrow.
	

