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	This is the story of a vet. that we shall never forget.  A World War II veteran by the name of Roger Files.  Roger Files was born on October 28, 1916 in Fort Dodge, Iowa.  Mr. Files attended Land Grant College and later went on to attend USC.  At USC Mr. Files went through one year of law school.  Later on Mr. Files attended UCLA where he was in the ROTC program for two years.  During World War II Roger was in the Mediterranean Theater.  Mr. Files served 29 years of active duty, with six years of reserve time.
	During Mr. File’s active duty he served in the Army Air Corp. After two years of ROTC at UCLA in 1938- 1940 Mr. Files wanted to become an Air Force pilot.  One month before the age deadline, Roger signed up for the training. So after flight training in Florida, Roger earned his wings.  In 1941 Roger would have been discharged but as it happened to happen Pearl Harbor was attacked.  Roger still remembers when he first found out about the attack on Pearl Harbor.  He was with his buddy and a girl on the way to a picnic.  He had the radio on and heard the announcement; an unbelievable, shocked feeling is what he felt.  America had suffered a tremendous loss and he was stunned that it had happened.  Mr. Files says “flying is a great thing if you like it.”  
	In 1943 he was shipped overseas to combat in Italy.  There he flew with the British Desert Air Force.  In Italy Roger flew a P-47 Thunderbolt, which was very different to the P-40’s that he flew back at home during training.  Before Italy Roger had never before even saw a P-47 and when he arrived he had four hours to adjust to the new plane.  The P-47’s were heavier aircrafts and consisted of two 500 pound bombs, as well as eight, 50 caliber machine guns.  While stationed in Italy he learned the terrain as well as meeting some of the people of Italy.  Prior to going to Italy he was not educated in the people and cultures of the Italian people.  In Italy Rogers job was to attack the Germans.  During his time in Italy Mr. Files received the British Flying Cross awarded by Britain.  He also received the Distinguished Flying Cross as well as the Silver Cross.
	In Italy Roger lived in tents in muddy areas.  While in Italy Rogers’s missions consisted of strafing, or dive bombing targets.  Roger said that “we were going down as bullets were flying right at you.”  Mr. Files recalls on one of his diving runs where he made a goof and when he returned to the base, the left wing had a tree branch stuck in it that came from a tree that was on the ground.  The planes were usually consisted of a group of four that flew in a boxed formation, usually at 25, 000 feet.  At about 2, 000 feet above was another formation of planes that trailed.  The planes often operated at high altitudes such as 35, 000 feet.  Oxygen masks were essential to breathe.  The oxygen masks covered the mouth and nose, Roger said he disliked them because “every time I put it on I always wanted to scratch my nose.”  Rogers’s best memory of World War II was when he heard about the victory in Europe.  Rogers’s worst memory of the war was writing letters to the families of pilots.  
	In 1946 Roger returned home five years after he was called to Italy.  Roger returned to the United States after feeling that his mission was complete.  He left with no regrets.  He was worn out after the war; he was physically and mentally exhausted.  He came home and got married to a woman who got a job as a hostess at March Air Force base.  During that time he found it difficult to find a house.  He applied for a job with American Airlines.  He also then got involved with the Air Force Reserve out in Long Beach, California.  Roger later on went on to teach four years of ROTC at Berkley University.  In 1951 Mr. Files was recalled into the Air Force.  His final tour of duty was three years in Anchorage, Alaska.
	All in all Mr. Files is very proud to have served, and feels lucky to have survived.  He feels that if he would fight again if necessary and that he would be the first to volunteer and would do whatever is required.  He also feels like he has accomplished a lot, he truly has, and we will forever be in his debt.  He helped shape our country we live in today and words cannot express, and money cannot pay, for how thankful we all are.  He says that the only wound he received during his service was his loss of hearing.  When asked about the idea of war with Iraq, Mr. Files said that if he disapproves of the French who oppose the war.  He said that it is unfortunate that the French have forgotten about the last dictator in their neighboring country of Germany during World War II who conquered France.  He also feels that if there was a way to avoid war then we should.  Mr. Files also believed that the Atomic Bomb dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki was necessary.  
	In the dictionary, the word hero is defined as: any person admired for courage, nobility, etc.  Mr. Roger Files is definitely qualified as a hero.  He will never be forgotten, he will live on in the hearts of many and the sacrifices he made for our country will live on forever.  Mr. Files will forever be appreciated and the United States of America and all of its citizens will forever be in debt to Mr. Files as well as all of those who risked their lives to protect our freedoms that we so often take for granted in today’s society.  Mr. File’s efforts as well as other veterans are priceless gifts given to all of us living in the United States today.  We cannot thank you enough Mr. Files for all you have done, may God continue to bless you along with those who risked their lives or are risking their lives today so that we can live in a land of freedom.

