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In the King High Remembers, each student was grouped to another two or three, and as a group, confronted today’s past. Students were assigned to a veteran, one per group, and the veteran my group had the pleasure of being assigned to Mr. Steve Yamamoto, a military intelligence officer. He has passed his story on to us, and now it is our responsibility to share the knowledge and experience that he has shared with us.
Lieutenant Colonel Steve Yamamoto was born on August 16, 1972, in San Gabriel California. There he was raised, and attended Rosemead Grammar School. After grammar school, he attended Elmonte High. His only other occupation before joining the military and after his graduation was working at a supermarket. As tension in international relations heightened, and the draft system established, he recognized the fact that his draft “number was going to come up sooner or later”, so he decided to volunteer in the service on March 11 of 1941. 
Yamamoto had been sent to Fort Lewis, Washington were he was assigned to the 56th medical battalion. As his unit was training their summer maneuvers in Fort Bush, he was called out for a visitor. Capitan Kai Rasmussen from the war department waited for him in Washington D.C. to come to an interview. He was from the MIS, or Military Intelligence Service. Yamamoto was offered to be tested in Japanese fluency, and he accepted. He was to read one chapter from a Japanese book and translate its contents to Capt. Rasmussen. He had done very well and was sent to a Japanese language school yet to be established at Presidio (San Francisco’s military zone). Called MISLS, or Military Intelligence Service Language School, Yamamoto was accepted into this school on the first of November of 1941. Only forty-five (45) students attended this school, and it was segregated by skill into four classes: A-1, A-2, B-1, B-2, level of skill respectively. Yamamoto had been placed in the upper-most leveled class, A-1. He studied Japanese military terminology and more complex aspects of the language itself. The yearlong course was suddenly abridged to six months with the Japanese bombing of Pearl Harbor. On the first of May, 1942, he graduated from MISLS. Yamamoto was scheduled to go to the Pacific Theater along with seven other graduates, and received a three-day visiting pass to visit his family prior to departure. When he arrived home, his family was already packed and waiting for the military to arrive to relocate them, he later found out, to the internment camp at Gira River, Arizona. Steve Yamamoto had to endure the sadness and confusion in his family members’ eyes. When he returned to San Francisco, he was sent to the army staging area, or port of departure, and found himself upon a troop ship on a three-week journey overseas.
The newly trained MIS officer, Steve Yamamoto, and his co-officers initially landed in Auckland, New Zealand, but instead, skipped over to Brisbane, Australia. They then entrained to Melbourne, General Macarthur’s Head Quarters. There they were taught the Indonesian but was later canceled. He was promoted to Sergeant on the fourth of July, 1941, before Macarthur relocated his Head Quarters to the outskirts of Brisbane, as camp Chelmer. He was assigned as the Chief of Interrogation in a unit, the Allied Translator and Interpreter Section under G-2, GHQ, and had six (6) trainee interrogators assigned to the section beneath him. Being chief, he had the privilege of interrogating the first Japanese Prisoner of War. Sgt. Yamamoto remembers this well:
The room was arranged with a large table between the Sergeant and the POW, but they met face-to-face before being seated. He asked the prisoner about his unit or organization, though he knew every one in existence. The prisoner lied and mentioned a fictional unit to try to throw him off. The Sergeant sent him back to his cell to think about what he had said and to come back in the morning for further questioning. On the next day, the prisoner apologizes and swore to tell only the truth from then on; he belonged to the 56th Anti Aircraft Unit. Then the Sgt. Yamamoto had had to go downtown for three days. The prisoner, being uninformed, took this as a sign of disbelief of his word, so he felt dishonored and hung himself during Yamamoto’s absence. He left a note stating his thoughts addressed to Sgt. Steve Yamamoto, who was deeply stunned.
	Sgt. Yamamoto felt both good and bad about his first interrogation: good that he got the truth from him and made him stop lying, and bad that he had committed suicide. 
For his next assignment, he was sent to Port Moresby, New Guinea to serve with the Australian unit, but before he could, he was called by the 6th Army Language Section to go to Finchaffen. He was assigned Chief of Interrogation of the 162nd Language Department, and was to interrogate more POWs, now having six Nisei (American born Japanese) interrogators serving under him. They were to interrogate primarily for immediate tactical intelligence, as the Provost-Marshall issued them passes to enter the stockade. The Sixth Army Head Quarters moved to Hollandia, Dutch New Guinea where the interrogation section interrogated still more Japanese POWs. They had processed over 3100 POWs in New Guinea and Yamamoto received the Bronze Star medal.
	The offensive was not always out of Mr. Yamamoto’s way.  During his next campaign, during the landing onto Leyte Island in the Philippines, a Japanese bomb had hit his landing boat (on which many Head Quarters Personnel were loaded) killing many GIs, and injuring two of his Nisei interrogators. He himself was uninjured, though the craft caught on fire and the second bomb spewed seawater which had completely soaked him. The language department stayed on Leyte for three (3) weeks and, while on leave, Sgt. Yamamoto promoted to 1st Lieutenant Yamamoto on the second of November of 1944. The Sixth Army HQ then moved to Luzon, Manila and, as chief of the translation section, Lt. Yamamoto received captured Japanese notes and diaries that were to be translated.
	While on Luzon, the Sixth Army had been preparing for a major offensive, an invasion, into Nagasaki. However, with the atomic bombs dropped and the Japanese surrender, further planning was unnecessary. After the surrender, he was sent to Japan with the Sixth Army as occupation troops. Their new HQ were in Kyoto, Japan, where he stayed for 4 months. The 6th Army Language Section was then ordered back to the States on the first of January 1946, but Yamamoto had volunteered to stay in Japan, as he wanted to see his parents’ homeland. His next assignment was in Tokyo, with General Macarthur’s HQ were moved again, and also where Macarthur called Lt. Yamamoto “Macarthur’s ‘secret weapon’.” His first job was to indict the last of the 26 major war criminals in Japan, Vice Admiral Nagano, who staying at an inn in Takamaisu, Shikoku. When Lt. Yamamoto, accompanied by a legal officer and a MP officer had barged into Nagano’s room and identified him, verifying his identity, Lt. Yamamoto read the indictment to Admiral Nagano. He simply replied that they needed only to ask and he would have gone up to Tokyo himself peacefully. The reason Yamamoto had to storm the room was that Admiral Nagano was wanted alive, and they did not want him to commit suicide before they captured him. Nagano died ill in the International Military Tribunal Far East while court was still in session in Tokyo, Japan.
	During the course of his interrogation days in New Guinea, many prisoners were hesitant to believe that Yamamoto was a Japanese American and requested him to shoot them after the interrogations because of shame. However, he told them that by the time they returned to Japan, the country would be a defeated nation so there would be no cause for such thinking. Yamamoto remained in Japan for nine (9) years after the war had ended and returned to the states in 1954. He had participated in the Korean War as well, receiving his second Bronze Star metal, serving as one of Macarthur’s staff officer. He served twenty years in the military and retired in 1961 as Lt. Col. Steve Yamamoto. Afterwards, he was invited to work at the Pentagon as a civilian and thus served for 25 years in the Defense Intelligence Agency. There he was the Chief of Information Security Branch of the rank of GS 14. He retired again in 1986, making a grand total of 45 years working for the government, both in military and civilian measures. He wanted retire to Virginia with his wife, Betty C. Yamamoto. However, his mother-in-law was by herself in California, so they invited her into their Virginia home, but she refused. They then decided to move to Riverside in order to accommodate her. They have three children before his wife passes away in 1994: Victoria, who lives in Sacramento, Patricia, who lives with him now, and his son Ronald, who lives close by. 
	Lt. Col. Yamamoto had served his country for a good 45 years. His most memorable include the first interrogation, indicting Admiral Nagano, and working at the Pentagon. The most interesting things to listen to were the first interrogation, being bombed during the landing at the Philippines, and indicting Admiral Nagano. Lt. Col. Steve Yamamoto, we thank you for your service to this country and to this world.

