

Veterans Interview on Ted Bradley
	Through most of our lives, we have only heard about the war thorough textbooks or stories.  We never really heard it from a soldier’s point of view.  However, we have heard the story of one great American named Ted Bradley.  Ted Bradley fought in World War II and was more than kind enough to share his experiences with us.  After hearing his story, it gave a new meaning to a lot of what we had heard about WWII.  Ted Bradley brought this time of his life to a totally new and different level for us.  
	Ted Bradley grew up in Long Beach, California.  There he attended Long Beach Poly High School and graduated in 1941.  In 1941-1942 he was involved in the Long Beach City College ROTC program where he was a First Lieutenant.  
	At the age of nineteen, Ted Bradley enlisted in the United Stated Marine Corps.  Enlisting in the Marine Corps. was not something that was forced upon him, but it was something that he wanted to do with approval of his parents.  He joined with the feeling that he was needed and It was the right thing to do. He was in the Marine Corps for three years.  He went to boot camp in San Diego.  His commander was Lieutenant Armstrong.  He was a private for the first 6 months, then after graduating from radio school, he was promoted to Private First Class.  He enlisted in the Marine Corps on January 3, 1942 and he was discharged on December 5, 1945.
	While in the Marine Corps, Ted Bradley was never injured and did not receive any medals, but he saw some action.  The thing that scared him the most while he was in the military was that he could get shot, or worse, he could get killed.  Ted Bradley told us that he had learned a lot while he was in the military.  He said that you learn many skills that can help you later on in life.  Ted Bradley said that the military was a very good and beneficial experience.  Most people would have thought that the training and discipline would be that worst part, but not for Ted.  He felt that it was a very positive aspect of his life.  While in the military Ted Bradley told us how a lot of his freedoms were taken away from him.  He couldn’t go anywhere without permission, he even needed permission to go to the bathroom, known as the Head, which was the military term for the bathroom.  He also told us that him being a part of the war “was worth a million dollars to me, but I wouldn’t do it again for a million dollars.”  He felt that he did his part in the war, but he didn’t ever want to do it again.  
	After getting out of the Marines he moved to Los Angeles and got married.  He worked for the Bank of America as a teller for four years.  In 1950 he got a job at the DMV and had a daughter.  A year later he became a California Highway Patrolman, had a son, and continued that job until he retired in 1976.  He has two grandchildren and currently lives in Hemet, California.  
	Although some 55 million people died because of the war, it also had many positive results.  It changed the worlds balance of power, which created more independent nations.  Also after the war, the United Nations was created to help preserve and protect world peace.  The world is the way it is now because of what the brave men like Ted Bradley did for our country.  

