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Thomas “Scotty” Cardwell

     Thomas “Scotty” Cardwell was born April 19,1923 and grew up in Philadelphia Pennsylvania. Cardwell went to the North East Manual Training High School and studied sheet metal production. Instead of going into the steel industry, he volunteered for the service. Upon entering the army, Cardwell received training at the Shepherd Field Boot Camp in Texas. Cardwell recalls that he volunteered for the Calvary, because he liked horses, but he went into the Army Air Corps instead.  He does not regret this, however, due to the fact that horses were eventually phased out. At the boot camp Cardwell received basic training, which included: marching, rifle training and military discipline.  While in the service he went to technical school as an aircraft and engine mechanic and learned to become a flight engineer, at the Consolidated Aircraft Factory, San Diego, California 
     When World War II began, Thomas Cardwell was still in boot camp. During the war, he flew bombardment missions and taught new flight engineers what to expect.  He also served as a flight engineer and was assigned to the B-24’s  “Liberators” to the 44th called the “Flying Eight Balls.”  He was also involved in  a critical mission in the Ploesti to knock out Hitler’s vital oil fields in Romania.  The Ploesti Raid cost 57 bombers out of 175.  He was decorated by his commander Colonel Leon W. Johnson for leading his men in the Ploesti Oil Fields that ended in victory for the allies.
     His worst memories of being in the Service was that everything for the most part was the cold huts, cold showers, the food was bad, and the weather miserable.  He also had good memories as well, such as his leaves in London and Scotland.  He remembers a time when he drove a jeep through the officer’s club on a dare.  His friends dared him to drive a jeep into the officer’s club and so he did.  He did not know, however, that there was a banquet in the club and about fifty officers were present.  Cardwell thought he would be in trouble, but it turned out that the American Consul thought it was part of the entertainment and thought it was great.  He was lucky at that time.  Cardwell also remembers he and some friends threw the commanding General into the swimming pool in a dress uniform, he got in trouble for that incident.
      Cardwell stayed in the military through the many wars that followed.   He rose up through the ranks and became a Tech Sergeant in B-24’s and a tech Master Sergeant in B-29’s.  During Korea he was a B-26 gunner and received a direct commission as a lieutenant. Later in Vietnam he stayed on the ground and reclaimed airplane parts to repair planes. Cardwell recalls that he was in Wichita Falls when he heard the news that Pearl Harbor had been bombed and the country was going to war. He remembers everyone not knowing what to do during this time of crisis.  Cardwell served under the command of General Leon W. Johnson, a Congressional Medal of Honor winner. Cardwell remembers General Johnson fondly and recalls how effective and meaningful Johnson’s leadership was to Cardwell and his fellow army men because he led by example, “he flew just as many [missions] as [the sairmen] did…he never made excuses or blamed others, they told the truth.”

         Thomas Cardwell was honored with several awards and medals during his Military Carrier.  He received a Distinguished Flying Cross, a Good Conduct Medal, four Air Medals, three Oak Leaf Clusters, and American Theater Medal with one Battle Star, a European North African Middle East Medal with nine Battle stars and a World War II Victory Medal. He also received an Air Force Commendation Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster.
       He later worked on the Hydrogen Bomb project in the support division, on such projects as “Ivy” and Castle.”  Also worked with SAC, and on the Intercontinental Ballistic Missile Minute Man for ten years.  In 1973, after serving America for thirty-two years, Cardwell retired. He then got a job in law enforcement.
     His first wife died shortly after marriage, and other marriages that ended in divorce, however he married a fourth time which he later was divorce, but later they remarried and have remained that way for forty-three years. He has four children, six grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.
     Having been in the service months before Pearl Harbor he has a good feeling of what I was like and comparable to September 11.  Being stationed far away from the Hawaiian Islands he did not hear about the attack for a while, however he heard about the September 11 attacks right away.  He feels that it has had the same shock and that people need to pay more attention to world affairs and also that America is not safe from foreign enemies.  
   

