		
Yvonne Files 
“When you love your country, you do whatever it takes to defend it,” Yvonne Files said on March 7, 2003, about her contribution to World War II and her country mirrored this statement.  
Yvonne Files was born on June 24, 1913, the only child of her parents.  She grew up in Antwerp, Belgium, 50 kilometers north of Brussels.  The beginning of World War I in 1914, marked her father’s four-year volunteer service in the war and separation from the family.  Mrs. Files has one distinct memory from the end of WWI, when she was about five years old.  Mrs. Files remembers waiting for a streetcar with her mother, when a whole platoon of German soldiers was walking down the street.  She said she could remember the cold looks upon the German’s faces and Mrs. Files could feel her mother’s body shivering with fear.  After WWI, Yvonne Files began school in the commercial section of the Belgian public school system.  Throughout her education, Mrs. Files learned to speak four languages, Flemish, French, English, and German.  At that time, little did she know that her knowledge of German would be critical to her survival.  Mrs. Files married her first husband before WWII.  Born in New York, and of Jewish descent, he fled back to the United States at the time of Germany’s invasion of Belgium.
At the beginning of World War II, Yvonne Files became aware of a secret Belgian Resistance group through connections she had.  Shortly after Belgium was invaded, on May 10, 1940, Mrs. Files began her four-year service in the Belgian Resistance group. She became part of the General Sabotage Group of Belgium- Group G.  The goal of this group was to stop the Germans, who occupied Belgium, through sabotage.  During the interview we asked Mrs. Files why she wanted to be a part of the Resistance and she said, “For love of my country, to help my country, and for hatred of the enemy.”  All throughout her life Germany had been a constant threat and enemy to Belgium.  Mrs. Files became a part of the Resistance at the age of twenty-seven, and found a great “delight to fight the enemy.”  
Yvonne Files’ duty in the Resistance group was both risky and dangerous.  All the materials for the sabotage were delivered to her home, where they were stored in a metal container in her cellar. These metal containers were flown in from England and parachuted at night into Belgian territory, each container containing various types of sabotage material.  At any time, Mrs. Files would have explosives, grenades, or firearms, hidden in her cellar.  She worried that her snoopy neighbor would poke around her deliveries at some time.   Everyday she ran the risk of surprise inspection of her building by German troops.   Another aspect of her involvement in the Resistance was her job of delivering materials, such as explosives, to parties who were going to perform an act of sabotage   Because Germans monitored the telephone lines, a code was used by her and the other members of the resistance group when speaking of their plans. When asking for something to be delivered a fellow member of the resistance group would ask, “Yvonne, do you have one ration of food for me?”  Mrs. Files would answer, “Yes, I’ll get some to you….” Or “No call back and I might have some…”  A ration would be a specified number of grenades or dynamite.  To deliver the “ration” Mrs. Files would wrap up the explosives and put them in a zipper bag on her bicycle, then ride to her destination, often passing by groups of German troops.  She never felt fear, though the Germans could search her bags at any time.  Often greetings were even exchanged between her and the German soldiers, an ironical aspect of her service during the war.  “It was a joy to fool the enemy,” Yvonne Files said, about her feelings during the Resistance.   The third aspect of her involvement was housing and hiding allied airmen who had been shot down by the Germans. Though she never went on the raids herself, Yvonne Files’ involvement in the Belgian Resistance was critical to the success of the group.  What kept her going through all of the hard times was love for her country and hate for the enemy.
Yvonne Files had to stay alert at all times during her participation in the Belgian Resistance, yet she never felt fear for her life.  For protection of herself, the group, and her loved ones, Mrs. Files never told anyone about her connection with the Belgian Resistance group.   Even her family didn’t know what she was doing throughout the war.  Mrs. Files stayed away from all of her friends to protect them.  This was the most difficult aspect of the War for Yvonne Files, since she lost many friendships and had to lie to them for their protection.  Keeping your mouth shut was the only way to succeed in the Belgian Resistance group. 
After working in the Belgian Resistance for almost four years, Yvonne Files was betrayed to the German authorities.  One of the members of the Resistance group had been a double agent for Germany and he betrayed her and others.  Yvonne Files was then arrested by German troops.  For her punishment Mrs. Files was to be executed.  This did not come to as a surprise to her, since she always knew what type of risk she was taking.  However, it was the type of execution, hanging instead of by firing squad, that shocked and frightened Mrs. Files the most.  However, through her bravery, Mrs. Files was able to withstand showing any fear.  Yvonne Files was placed in solitary confinement for about a month.  The barren room of her cell included only a cot, a straw mat, a bucket, and a pitcher of water.  Looking back, Mrs. Files believes she was lucky to be placed in solitary confinement since this gave her time to think about how better to formulate her answers for her later interrogation sessions.  Everyday, the Germans took Mrs. Files to Gestapo headquarters for interrogation; when she refused to answer the interrogators hit her.  “The most important ability in the interrogation room was to be able to lie with a straight face,” Yvonne Files said.  Throughout the interrogations, Mrs. Files was forced to play naïve and lie, even when explosives were shown to her, which had been found in her cellar.  “I had to keep a sense of humor,” Mrs. Files said upon question of how she was able to survive.  To her great luck, the allies reached Belgium and liberated her from the Germans just ten days before she was due to be executed.  It is a good thing that Yvonne Files always believed in never giving up.
For her bravery and contribution to the war effort, Yvonne Files received medals from Belgium, France, and Great Britain. She received the King George’s medal For Courage in the Cause of Freedom, which was the highest medal awarded to a civilian for wartime service. She also received six medals form Belgium and three medals from France. Also in 1955 Yvonne was honored by Ralph Edwards as the subject of his “This is Your Life” TV show, in which he surprised her by reuniting her with several of the Allied Airmen she had hidden in her home during her service in the Resistance group. When asked about the dropping of the atomic bomb, Mrs. Files responded in the affirmative.  “No reservations,” she said, “They didn’t have any reservations to attack you.”  Yvonne Files has no regrets about her participation in the war effort; however, she wished that she could have done more.
After the war, Mrs. Files worked in the American offices in Antwerp for about six months.  Then when the opportunity was given to her, she moved to ally occupied Germany where she worked for four and a half years.   Her secretarial work for the American forces in Germany was centered in Frankfurt and later Stuttgart.  Mrs. Files felt great excitement to be able to be part of the occupation of Germany; after all of the years Germany occupied Belgium. While in Germany Yvonne met and married an American reporter for the “Stars and Stripes”, a military service newspaper. In 1950, Yvonne and her husband moved to the United States and settled in Van Nuys.  Upon arrival, her husband found work with the LA Times and Yvonne became a secretary for a prominent Los Angeles architect. However, in 1962 Yvonne and her husband divorced. In 1968 Yvonne met Roger Files, who had served in the Air Force during World War II, as a fighter pilot, and they got married two years later. Yvonne has since written a book about her experience as part of the Belgian Resistance group titled The Quest for Freedom—Belgian Resistance in World War II. Life has changed for Yvonne Files, but she will never forget the time she spent defending her country.

